Report on
Environmental Health
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In Europe and the United States in recent months there
has been a public debate about working conditions at
factories in south China – especially since the string of
suicides at the Taiwanese-owned Foxconn plant. Many
NGOs are conducting campaigns and advocacy work
to raise awareness about such issues, include health
effects on workers, and to influence the behaviour of
individual and institutional consumers.
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However, less attention has been devoted to the impact
of the industrialisation process on the wider environment and on living conditions outside the factories.
This study by chinadialogue may help to fill this gap.
This vivid and detailed account of reporting the environment and health in southern China may help readers
to better understand the challenges and opportunities
for reporters, activists, academics, funders and policymakers working in an important field.
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This “experiment” produced for the European participants new insights on a very active young environmental and consumer protection movement in China, for the
Chinese participants on the work of NGOs in Europe and
– last but not least – for both sides on the commonalities and differences between Chinese and European
organisations.

Hainan/Guangzhou – June 2009

In June 2009 more than 40 participants from different Chinese and European NGOs met in Hainan and
Guangzhou to exchange their working experiences in the
fields of climate change, food safety, sustainable agriculture and water.
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Global Concerns – Global Cooperation
How European and Chinese NGOs
Can Learn from Each Other
A Documentation – Hainan/Guangzhou – June 2009
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„Ich kann den Klimawandel spüren.“
Klimawandel und China:
Zivilgesellschaftliche Perspektiven

Global Concerns – Global Cooperation

This book records the conference proceedings and
informs about the ideas for future cooperation between
European and Chinese NGOs.
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All publications are available for download:
http://www.eu-china.net/english/
Own-Publications/Own-Publications.html
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China Programme at Asia House
Asia House has set itself the task of furthering the
exchange of information between Asia-related organisations in Europe and in Asia and the Pacific.
More specifically the German Asia Foundation focuses
on civil society initiatives in China and on EuropeanChinese relations.

… Shape the future
    Connect people
      Promote insights

»

Why China?

We connect people by means of

China is a country that abounds in contradictions
and has many facets. China’s development triggers
admiration, but also anxiety. The violation of human
rights and environmental pollution dominate public
discussion

»

At the background of the current state of EuropeanChinese relations and the limited influence of European
NGOs on EU policies this book discusses the challenges
and dilemmas of co-operation between European and
Chinese civil society organisations.

With our work on China,
we aim to bring over
knowledge that is based
on facts relating to China
and to relations between
Europe and China, at
the same time encouraging cooperation and
exchange with Chinese
organisations.
The aim of this book is to trigger a discussion among
European non-governmental organizations on the necessity to cooperate with Chinese partners, and thereby to
start a process of collaboration and networking among
European NGOs as well as with Chinese counterparts.

Nora Sausmikat, Klaus Fritsche (Eds.)
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Industriegewerkschaft Metall,
Frankfurt/Main
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Institute, Amsterdam
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»
»
»

Analysis, information and campaigns on social and
ecological justice and human rights

Cooperation with networks and projects that relate
to China and to development aid policies
Project-related cooperation with Chinese organisations
Seminars, workshops and roundtable discussions
Lectures on our main themes
Travel that serves to exchange viewpoints and build
networks

We promote insights through

»
»
»

Research and by offering educational projects (studies, exhibitions, films)
Information and analysis of political developments in
the EU, Germany and China
Impartial political information about developments in
China’s civil society
The “China Information” bulletin, free of charge.

You can find out about all this on our homepage:

Projektträger des Netzwerkes „EU – China: Civil Society Forum“

Informationsstelle Lateinamerika e.V.,
Bonn

»

»
Civil Society in European-Chinese Relations

Humane, socially just
and environmentally
sound

weltumspannend arbeiten, Linz
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The China programme draws on its cooperation with
a variety of European and Chinese organisations that
address the subjects of social and ecological justice
and the protection of human rights.

We are glad for all the support we get. People who
are interested can help us on a voluntary basis or by
way of an internship. You will gain an insight into the
work of non-governmental organisations. You can
engage actively in single projects or simply find out
more. A donation helps too.

We shape the future by way of

The China Programme is a project of the German
Asia Foundation.

The future of our planet will depend on how the relations between Europe and China are carved out. And
these issues are too important to be left solely in the
hands of politicians and tycoons. Civil society needs
to be involved.

Get Involved

www.asienhaus.de/china

Donations for the China Programme
can be made to:
Asienstiftung, Bank für Sozialwirtschaft, Köln
IBAN: DE 27 3702 0500 0008 2041 00
BIC/SWIFT: BFSWDE33XXX

Hainan, June 2009, European-Chinese intercommunication

Current projects
Besides the political education, the China Programme also has some projects of its own:

» Voices from China
The way China is sometimes perceived often gives
rise to distorted images and stereotypes. “Voices
form China” provides information about on-going
debate in Chinese Internet blogs. Find out more at:
		 www.stimmen-aus-china.de

» Dialogue and exchange projects
The China Programme of the German Asia Foundation engages in several exchange projects that cover
workshops, trips encouraging personal encounters
and publications. These all aim to reinforce European-Chinese relations. Read more at:
		 www.eu-china.net

Regular briefing through
EU-China-Newsletter
eu-china.net/english/Newsletter/
Newsletter.html

